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A Word For Western Railroads

AST weok a strong delegation of rallroad

manngers, including the heads of some of our
grent western roads, appenred before the sennte
committes on raflronds and petitioned for the
right to advance westorn freight rates 0 per
pent.

The petition should be granted. The truth Is
this: When the stendy flow of trensure from the
mines of the west gave to our country the credit
In Burope to borrow money for raflroad building,
or, the same thing, to sell rallroad bonds, many
slirewd parvenues selzed upon the opportunity to
make swift fortunes. They organized compnnles
pbtained from states and (rom the genergl gov-
ernment vost tracts of public lands, obtalned fres
rights of way and often begged great subsidies—
free gifts—from cities and countles, and then sold
bonds more than sufficient to build and fully
equip thelr roads, and still oawned the full con-
trol. Then no spark of gratitude warmed their
hearts, rather, In considering rates they never
tried to rench a just declision, but appeared only
anxious to estimate what patrons would pay with-
out becoming frengled and in indignation and des-
peration tear up thelr tracks.

These phuses continued [or a generation, the
prople paying full Interest on the bonds snd also
enough more to give the owners and managers
dividends of equal amount to men who had not
been out # penny In the bullding and equipplng
of the roads,

To remedy these wrongs the Inter-state Com-
merce law was passed and the commission ap
pointed. That commisgion did good work for sev-
eral years, The tommission began ity work just
when the old magnates were dying rapldly and
leaving the roads they had mismanaged vwith lit-
tie but the right of way, some rusty, wornout
tracks and much worn rolling stock, so that thow
sands of miles of road had to practically be re
construcied und re-squipned, In those daoys the
work of the commission was good. It stopped
the nbuses snd placed the business of rallroading
on a legitimate basls,

But in doing this, of necessity, it
the ecredit of the roads In financlal centers and
made the work of reconstruction most difficult
Bxcept for the wonderful growth of business and
the Inerease In population all the roads would
have gone the way thit the New Haven
went which ronsg thirough a reglon that has been
gtntionnry for twenty years.

Five years ngo Mr, J. X of the Great
Northern pointed out that of the vast
Inerense in business and Inhabithnts the rallroads
af the west must be ennbled to borrow vast sums
to kteep up the efficiency of thelr roads, trocks
and rolling stock to meet the natural
in business. The ronds cunnot boarrow
the only way

devtroyed

BaIne

Hill

because

edynnce
maonay ns
lormerly ;

1o meat the crisls suc-

cogsfully {8 through thelr rates and when such
men as Judge Lovett, Frunk Trumbull and Samuel
Rea make & plea for roads running through moun-
tulnous and sparsely gettled reglons, 1t should he
heeded.
government prosecutions hive changed Lo perse-
outions,

For instance, when the commission declared
that the old Central Pacific and Southern Pacific
must have different owners becsuse they were
parallel roads it seemed to us that the zeal of
the prosecution had blinded the judgment of the
commisalon. The rodds are on an Aversge more
than §00 miles apart. Between them part of the
way are a dozen rival roads; the Atehison, To
peka & Santa Fe and the Rio Grande all the
way: the Northern Pacifie I8 nearer the old Cen-
tral Pacific than the Southern Pacific Is, and to
sepurate them leaves one or the other in the alr
before it reaches San Francisco bay.

And when the commission, in effect, says:
“We know we huve destroyed your credit in
financlal centers; you must mest your iminent
needs by the returns from your business, but you
must not ralse your rates;” )t takes on more the
look of a holdaup than of clear business reason-
ing."

The harvests are goon to be moved, more conl
than ever must he carried to market, to meet
this Inoreased demand the roads must be in con-
ditlon, nnd in the interest of the whole people,
the commission should grant everything reason-
able to mest the fresh demnnds with expedition
and with safety to pussengers. If the presant
law mikes that Impossible, the law should be
chonged. The prosperity of the country, the very
life of the clties rest on the service of the rall
roads and that service should not be crippled.

Some Home Troubles

HESE should be rather anxious days to

President Wilson and his chief advisers. The
Presidepnt drove through his not much disgulsed
frae trade bill until it beecame n law. But some-
now 't 15 not bringing the promised millennium,
Prices have not fallen, not one more of the idle
men of the country hag found employment be-
cause of It. Rather a great many big Industries
are slowing down in preparation of going out of
business. Moreover, the lmports Into our country
are Increasing, the exports are falling off. Ex-
cept for the immense interlor of our country and
the vast volume of business In that region, the
nation would he realizing the differ-
ence bhetween buyving something for a dollar [rom
abroad, and sending the money out of
try for it and paylug a dollar and ten
cents for It and keeping the money at home
That subject has often baen thréshed over, hut
it seems necessary pvery generution
to knock our country down and give it a hlack
eve to renew ite sight. The troubie Is Lhat last

senlence Is not a parndox but a fuel to ery aver
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The ourrencey law does not quite s to #ulis
fv the business conditions of the country. We
wore told that It was golng to loose a great many
milllons of daollars, hundreds of millions, mid tht
was what falt @5 Nagby did

wai needed. S0 we

Of late it has seemed to us that the -

when he invented his machine for printing money,
Nothing wies to be required excapt to turn 0 oruul
to get all the money needed. But has any gen-
tleman found It ensy to bhorrow any money of late
without first golng into confessionnl about i
securities? And If they are not gulle orthodox
hns he been able lo get the money? Now the next

proposition 18 to walve ouor right to pass our
const ships through our canal free of tolle, This
would be Indierous if it were not so serlous,
Again, we understand our government has
contracted by treaty to pay Colomhbin $25,000,000
of the people's monoy to oomclilnte her. 8he
broke her plighted faith In an attempt fo  steal

some milllons of dollars due to Franee for her
work on the Isthmus in the old impossible days
whon the Panuma fever was the dominant power
on the Isthmus. The fallure to compnss this steal
gave Colombin a stomaeh nche which hns dis-
turbed her sleep aver since. Our benevolent gow-
ernment proposes the $25,000000 soothing syrup
to effect her cure. As though 1L were posaible
to buy friendship from a characterless knnve!
Tut that Is not the woret of It. The president and
his state secretary, all the railroad lawyers and
press of the east declare that to save our honor
we must of necessity stamp out our const ship-
pilng—but we turn around and write a pass fow
Colombia to send free through the canal all the
ships under hor flag. What will prevent her hav-
ing a mighty merchant marine within six months?

But while attention has been enlled to foreign
troubles, thera {8 a trouble at
most serious,
drel

home which fis
A good many yYeurs ago 4o scoun-
named Boyee obtnined eontrol over the min
ers’ nnlon at Putle and began his operations.
But Marous Daly was In power there then., and
he or hls pogition gave this scoundrel an iden
that he had better try his game In outslde states.
The decent men in the miners' unlon would not
stand for his methods, e began in Idaho. and it
cost a good deal of blood and o great deal of
mongy to put him and his fellow murderers down,
The next trinl was in Colorado. There trouble
bégan nt onco. Tt hns never heen affeotunlly sof-
tled alnce, In the meantime the original scoun-
drel throngh a Tueky denl made a fortune, and his
interest in the “down-trodden workingmen™ eceased
at once. But his original plan of rapine and mur-
dor wans taken up and for n while under Mover
and Haywood kept Colorado a
with which hell Is a
happiness

This until the assassinatfon of the
governor of fdaho nnd the arrest and trinl of Hoay-
wood for ordering hls murder. The witness Or-
chard testifled to the full partleulnrs, and while
no one doubted the truth of his
coursa It n man on
the unsupported ward of a sell-confessed assassin,
g0 Haywood's neck escaped the halter, but it was
# cloge call for him and made him cautious for
a few yonrs.
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meantime
The

a new order arose—the

statoment of thelr “principles’
that they are publlie enemies

and Moyer naturally gravitated to
the lendership of this sinlster osganization. The




